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THE AQUATIC BARRIER INVENTORY 
AND PRIORITIZATION TOOL 



SOUTHEAST AQUATIC RESOURCES PARTNERSHIP

Mission
SARP will, with partners, protect, conserve and restore aquatic resources including 
habitats throughout the Southeast for the continuing benefit, use and enjoyment of the 
American people.
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National Inventory of Dams
Inventory

44,000 dams tracked in Southeast
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REGIONAL RECON:  ~18000 
Inventory

Potential Social Feasibility by Percent

Likely Infeasible

Possibly Feasible

Likely Feasible

Unknown

No Conservation Benefit

- 6% of dams reconned

-30% of reconned are potentially 
feasible





- 30,000 assessed

Road Crossings
Inventory

Barrier Severity by Percent

No Barrier

Insignificant Barrier

Minor Barrier

Moderate Barrier

Barrier Non Specific

Significant Barrier

Severe Barrier

- 45% are barriers



GA ACT AOP training



Determination Number Percent
Full Passage 2911 31
Insignificant 

Barrier 1584 17
Minor Barrier 1321 14

Moderate 
Barrier 1091 11

Significant 
Barrier 890 9

Severe Barrier 1739 18

Inventory

~8000 assessed with SARP



Bats in culverts!



SARP CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM
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connectivity.sarpdata.com



PRIORITIZATION

• Improve or maintain 
watershed connectivity

• Move from opportunistic 
to a strategic approach to 
barrier removal fish 
passage improvement

• Support management 
decisions

Prioritization



INDICATORS

The landcover types present in a contributing watershed of a 
dam on the Ozark National Forest.

Prioritization



connectivity.sarpdata.com

Prioritization





POTENTIALLY FEASIBLE IN FLORIDA:  
487

Prioritization



SWEETWATER CREEK DAM



CONNECTIVITY 
TEAMS

• Composed of partners 
from all sectors.

• Work together to tackle 
aquatic connectivity.

• Prioritization results fed 
to Connectivity Teams 
for collaborative efforts.

Teams



MINE CREEK DAM, 
AR

-Ouachita National Forest
-Reconnected Mine creek to Cossatot River
-Removed Jan 2021



DAM 
REMOVALS

- 228 completed or 
proposed

- 19 of these influenced 
by inventory and tool



ROAD BARRIER PRIORITIZATION



HOLLY CREEK, GA
EARTH DAY 2021



ROAD XING
REPLACEMENTS

- 275 completed or 
proposed

- 20 of these influenced 
by inventory and tool



National Inventory of Dams
Inventory

91,000 dams tracked nationally





Dams
Inventory



SARP CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM

Inventory

Dams Road Crossings Waterfalls



- 37,801 assessed

Road Crossings
Inventory

- 46% are barriers

Severity Number Percent

No Barrier 20222 53%

Moderate Barrier 1536 4%

Barrier Non-Specific 11784 31%

Major Barrier 4259 11%



Bear River training



PRIORITIZATION EXPANDED



Aquatic Connectivity Teams exist in the Northeast, Southeast, and Wyoming. State agencies in the west could begin to create 
these teams to build capacity and community around this inventory and tool in order to take advantage of it in light of new 
Infrastructure Bill Funding. 

Possible Next Step:



QUESTIONS?

Contact: 
Kat Hoenke
SARP GIS Coordinator
Kat@Southeastaquatics.net
Tool URL: 
https://connectivity.sarpdata.com

mailto:Kat@Southeastaquatics.net

	the Aquatic Barrier Inventory and Prioritization Tool 
	Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership
	SARP Connectivity Program
	Slide Number 4
	SARP Connectivity Program
	Slide Number 6
	Regional Recon:  ~18000 
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	SARP Connectivity Program
	Slide Number 15
	Prioritization
	Indicators
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Potentially Feasible in Florida:  487
	Sweetwater Creek Dam
	Connectivity Teams
	Mine Creek Dam, AR
	Slide Number 24
	Road Barrier Prioritization
	Holly Creek, GA�Earth day 2021
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	SARP Connectivity Program
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Prioritization Expanded
	Slide Number 35
	Questions?

