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- How we use Farm Bill funding.
- Brief overview of RCPP.
- How we have made RCPP work for us.







900 cu.yds.





Farm Bill dollars



Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program - EQIP
• The Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

is a voluntary program for people who want to 
install conservation practices on their land 
(must be a producer). 

• 95% of our project are on private land where 
the state/county/Trout Unlimited holds and 
easement…





6.5 million 5 years
1.5 million for stream restoration
Iowa – in 2017

Restore watershed health to 
reduce delivery of sediment and 
nutrients and improve water 
quality to benefit Driftless Area 
rivers and streams



Topics Covered:
Liability, Fund raising, Easements, 
Working with landowners, Experienced 
Chapters with less experience, 
Workdays, etc.

Building Capacity of groups to do more stream 
restoration projects.

Workday

Project Development

Experience vs. non experience



Minnesota use private 
consultants



State DNR Fish Habitat 
Crews & Private 
Contractors



Three Competitive 
Pools

$252M
• Critical Conservation Areas 35%

• National 40%

• State 25%



Resource Concerns for RCPP Projects

• Excess/Insufficient Water/Drought 
• Water quality degradation
• Soil quality degradation
• Inadequate habitat for fish and wildlife (and invertebrates) 
• Air quality impacts 
• Degraded Plant Condition 
• Energy
• Climate Change



Applications are judged on four main criteria.
• Innovations
Drawing on all of the conservation tools, partners can creatively design projects and take advantage 
of innovative methods to achieve conservation goals.
• Contributions
RCPP brings more resources to an expanded private lands conservation effort. RCPP partner 
investments, including cash and in-kind contributions, match or exceed the federal investment in 
resource conservation activities.
• Solutions
NRCS co-invests in mobilizing creative and workable solutions to agricultural production and natural 
resource management challenges. These solutions benefit agricultural operations as well as local 
economies and communities that depend on the quality of natural resources.
• Participation
RCPP is a platform for partners to engage with organizations that, while they may share common 
resource stewardship goals, may not have experience working with producers in a given community.



Innovation & Solution 



Standard Designs for 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
…now eligible for Farm Bill 
dollars - EQIP



Driftless Area Highest Area of Conservation Need



Overhead Cover

Deep Pools

Nongame Habitat
Stable Banks

Pollinator 
Habitat

Cost 
Effective



Funding Handout
River Protection Grants
EQIP
WI, IA & MN DNR
TU Chapters
Wal-Mart
Foundations

Contribution & Participation: 
$12M (five years), 50 partners



$2.9 Million Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program, RCPP
2016 – 2020

March sign-up 52 
contracts..over $1.4M+.



Driftless Area Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program – Phase II

$9.2 Million  - 5 years for cold-
water restoration projects
Streambank stabilization
Critical area seeding
Stream Crossings
Brush Removal
Fencing
Habitat for both game and 

non-game species
($1.4M for NRCS, $324,000 in 
Technical Assistance)



County Field Office Staff (NRCS & LCD)



Technical Assistance dollars 
for field offices and staff



Administration

• No funding for administration
• Quarterly Reports
• Semi Annual Progress Reports
• Tracking of contribution
• Technical Assistance 

reimbursements

Typical Driftless Brown Trout
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